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UNVEILING--A new “Welcome to Oregon” sign, made of white pumice letters recessed in a red rock 
background, was unveiled in September near the Visitor Center at Jantzen Beach. Region 1 Landscape 
Supervisor Dave Don and his crew devised a plan to replace an island of shrubbery and a green-on-white 
metal sign that had previous greeted visitors as they entered Oregon from the north. Total cost of the new 
sign: about $500. _ a . eee 


I-82 opens; freeway system complete 


The final leg of Oregon’s inter- 
state system opened in September. 

Interstate 82, a 14-mile segment 
linking the Columbia River and 
1-84, completes the state’s 731-mile 
freeway system. With that 
milestone, ODOT found cause for 
celebration. 

‘Square dancers, the Hermiston 
High School Pep Band and a crowd 
of about 500 were there to witness 
the event. Speakers recalled high- 
way history--and addressed the 
future challenges facing Oregon’s 
road system. 

Mike Hollern, chairman of 
Oregon’s Transportation Commis- 
sion, spoke of the Highway Divi- 
sion’s accomplishments since its 
beginning in 1913. 

“Seventy-five years ago, the 
Highway Division began pulling 
Oregon out of the mud and build- 
ing a modern road system. Thirty 
years ago, today’s interstate free- 
ways were born,” he said. 

“Thanks to the foresight made 
by those entrusted with planning 
the future for a time well beyond 
their own, we must do the same,” 
Hollern said. “We must challenge 
ourselves also to look far into the 
future and plan for the generations 
to follow. We must not just react to 


growth and change, we must shape 
and direct it.” 


ODOT Director Bob Bothman: 


recounted how Oregon has led the 
interstate freeway movement even 
before the National System of Inter- 
state and Defense Highways was 
signed into law by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1956. 


See photos, page 3 


“The Oregon Legislature author- 
ized building toll-free, limited- 
access rural highways in 1951--five 
years ahead of the federal pro- 
gram,” Bothman said. Oregon also 
was the first state in the country to 
finish an interstate freeway from 
border to border with the comple- 
tion of Interstate 5 from California 
to Washington state, he said. 

Lt. Col. Everette Gray, com- 
mander of the Army’s Depot Activ- 
ity at Umatilla, told the crowd that 
I-82 probably never would have 
been built had it not been for 
Eisenhower, who in 1919, as a 
young Army lieutenant colonel, led 
a military convoy 3,200 miles from 
Washington, D.C., to San Fran- 
cisco. That journey took the convoy 
62 days and convinced the future 


president of the United States that 
good highways were needed for 
both defense and commerce. 

That same trip now takes seven 
days, according to Gray. 

After the ceremony, a motor- 
cade led by Army camouflaged 
high-mobility, multi-wheeled vehi- 
cles cut the ceremonial ribbon and 
made an inaugural drive of the new 
I-82 freeway back to Umatilla. 

Efforts to build that section of 
freeway began nearly 30 years ago, 
when officials in Oregon and 
Washington, with the encourage- 
ment of local officials and citizen 
groups, began considering 11 dif- 
ferent proposed routes across the 
Columbia River to link the two 
states. Over the years, the alter- 
natives were narrowed down to the 
present route, and federal and state 
funding were secured. 

Oregon’s interstate system 
includes: I-5 from the Washington 
border at Portland to the California 
border near Ashland; 1-84 from 
Portland to the Idaho border at 
Ontario; 1-405 on Portland’s west 
side; I-205 between I-5 near 
Tualatin and the Washington 
border east of the Portland Airport; 
1-105, the Eugene-Springfield Free- 
way; and I-82. 


__ home, at 796 Winter St., 
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Day-care 


proposal 
gets OK'd 


Two day-care facilities for chil- 
dren of Salem-area department 
employees are expected to open by 
April 1, 1989. 

Gary Potter, ODOT deputy 
director, outlined the proposal dur- 
ing the September meeting of the 
Transportation Commission. Since 
that time, the concerns raised by 
area day-care providers and the 
Oregon Public Employees Union 
have been satisfied, he said. 

Potter reinforced ODOT’s plan 
to operate the day-care facilities as 
demonstration projects and to 
evaluate the program after two 
years. 

Plans call for the conversion of 
the existing Environmental Section 
building--located across the street 
from the Transportation Building-- 
for infant/toddler care (30 openings 
for children age 6 months to 2 1/2 
years old). The former governor's 
_will be 
used for preschool care (30 open- 
ings for children 2 1/2 to 6 years 
old). 

The commission in September 
approved $200,000 in start-up and 

See DAY-CARE, Page 5 


Toxic waste 
at airport 


Soil samples taken at the 
Independence State Airport 
have been tested and were 
found to contain hazardous 
waste. 

The Department of Environ- 
mental Quality has determined 
that waste from methylene 
chloride, used in stripping paint 
from airplanes at the airport 
during the past six years, is haz- 
ardous to the environment. 

The Transportation Commis- 
sion in September approved a 
contract of up to $50,000 to 
clean up the site and dispose of 
the waste at the abandoned 
hangar site. 

The contract, to be per- 
formed by Russ Fetrow 
Engineering, Inc., is the second 
of a two-phase project; a 
$20,000 contact was awarded 
in February to analyze the sus- 
pect soil. 


PAGE A long-range plan for the 


state Parks Division 
reports $164 million is 
needed. 


PAGE Highway and transit needs 


A\ total more than $1 million 


in the Portland area. 


PAGE The Highway Division is 


5) examining how work- 


zone accidents are 
caused. 


PAGE What'’s the difference 


between working in the 


private and public sector? 


PAGE 2 OCTOBER 1988 


By BOB BOTHMAN 
ODOT Director 


For me, the end of summer signals a 
chance to reflect on the long 
construction season, how our state 
parks have welcomed visiting campers 
and how DMV has weathered its busiest 
season. 

| find myself satisfied with the way 
things are going. 

Since the new year, 
we've worked through 
a few rounds of 
change, including 
reorganizations, the 
selection of new 
managers, stabilization 
of the department’s 
finances and 
implementation of new 
programs. Long-term =. “ss 
planning has taken our »..%& 
attention, and we’ve <9 
turned out programs § 
such as Access Oregon 
Highways, Parks’ 2010 
Plan, a child-care initiative and others. 

As | look at my calendar, | realize that 
I’ve been away from the office more 
than I’ve been in it during the past three 
months. Most of my time away has been 
devoted to work-related trips, but the 
most recent venture--to Australia-- 
featured a mix of business and pleasure. 

During that extended trip, | had a 
chance to realize just how Oregon’s 
transportation system stacks up against 
others in the world. It was also an 
opportunity to appreciate how well the 
department is managed. 

| certainly received a different 
perspective from my Australian visit. It 
began with a week in the nation’s 
capitol, Canberra, at the International 


COMMENTARY 


Pacific Rim countries turn to innovation 


Roads Conference. And it ended with a 
tour of Australia’s east coast, from 
Cairins on the north to Melbourne on 
the south. 

Of the 24 countries represented at 
the conference, the majority were from 
Pacific Rim countries. The conference 
left me with a close understanding of 
their needs--and the impression that we 
are running at a pace several decades 
ahead of them. 

Leno Menghini, president of the 
American Association of State Highway 


United States, has just 16 million 
people. 

The personal experiences of my 
Australian stay were just as intriguing. 

Talking with delegates from England, 
France and Germany was a challenge, 
nearly as exciting as touring the 
Australian countryside. My wife, 
Jacquie, and | were the only Americans 
on a tourbus, and only about half of the 
other tourists spoke English. 
Communicating was a real challenge. 

We were left with the enduring 


We were left with the enduring impression that Australians 


are as hospitable as their country is beautiful. 


and Transportation Officials, and | were 
in big demand to answer a broad variety 
of questions because of our country’s 
advanced transportation systems. 

Consider this, for example: While our 
country has an essentially complete 
interstate system, Australia is looking 
forward to having a seal or oil mat on its 
federal road system sometime next 
summer. Australia’s populated east 
coast has only a scattering of interstate 
freeway-type highways. 

In most other countries--such as 
China, Japan, Malaysia and Thailand-- 
the emphasis is on opening up rural 
areas. Consequently, their urban 
transportation systems suffer. Australia’s 
cities lack urban freeways, too, 
particularly Sidney, with a population of 
four million. 

Their construction practices are in 
similarly poor condition. Many Pacific 
Rim countries essentially have low 
density populations. For instance, 


Australia, which is about the size of the © 


impression that Australians are as 
hospitable as their country is 
beautiful. The climate is varied--with a 
temperate south, a tropical north, and 
the lush green forests of the east coast, 
where the sheep population is double 
that of its human inhabitants. 

As a Pacific Rim country, Australia 
faces unusual challenges--low density 
populations in need of transportation 
developments, and no one willing to 
pay for them. When conversation turns 
to transportation, words like 
“innovation” and ‘‘technology” turn up. 

In the long run, | suppose we aren’t 
so different. : 

As 1988 draws to a close, we enter a 
season of regrouping. It’s a time to 
prepare for the upcoming legislative 
session, for planning our next 
construction season. As those plans 
unfold, we must look at Oregon as a 
developing state--and consider the 
pursuit of change and innovation as a 
way Of life. 


au Letters 


Best of the rest 
Gov. Neil Goldschmidt: 


My wife and | just finished a 
three-week vacation traveling 
through California, Oregon, Wash- 
ington and Canada. 

| want to compliment the state of 
Oregon for providing such nice 
state parks and waysides. They are 
the best of all the states we visited. 
Thanks. 


Ed Tholke 
Carlsbad, Calif. 


Worthy of credit 


Don Wagner, 
District 4 Maintenance Supervisor, 
Corvallis: 


Rarely do people take the time to 
commend someone when their 
expectations are exceeded. But two 
of your Albany office employees, 
Raymond Hughes and Brad Neu- 
enschwander, impressed us--and 


prevented an unfortunate situation 
from becoming more stressful, time 
consuming and costly than it 
already was. 

Early this spring, we left Portland 
towing a 20-foot travel trailer 
bound for a 10-day fishing trip. Just 
before Millersburg, our vehicle lost 
power and spewed billows of 
smoke. Within 10 seconds, Brad 
saw us and stopped to help. 

After he checked to see to 
ensure our vehicle was not on fire, 
he volunteered to drive us to a 
nearby telephone. Because Brad 
was on his way to work, he took us 
to your Albany facility. While there, 
Ray helped us secure a tow truck 
and volunteered to stay with our 
trailer as we rode in the tow truck 
with the driver to the repair shop. 

When the tow truck driver 
returned to retrieve the trailer, he 
learned that the trailer’s flashers 
wouldn’t function on his truck. Ray 
then followed the truck to the 
repair shop using the flashers on his 
vehicle. 


| don’t know what we would 
have done without the help of 
these two men. Their cheerful will- 
ingness to help restored our faith in 
human nature. Ray and Brad would 
be a welcome addition to any team 
and are truly a credit to your 
department. 


Debra Seals 
Portland 


(Hughes is a highway maintenance 
supervisor and Neuenschwander is 
a highway maintenance worker 3 
in the Albany maintenance shop.-- 
Editor) 


Patient and friendly 


Bonnie Nealeigh, 
Lake Oswego DMV Office Manager: 


| appreciate the kind and consid- 
erate handling of my son, Jeffrey’s, 
re-examinations to get his driver’s 
license back after it had been sus- 
pended for medical reasons. 

As his mother and as a registered 
nurse, | fully recognize the difficulty 
in working with aphasic people. 
Tim Cannon administered the oral 
examination in a professional and 
patient manner, and Mary Gray 
handled the drive test in the same 
manner. The entire atmosphere of 


your office was one of patience and 
friendliness as well as helpfulness. 


Louise Goudge 
Eagle Creek 


(Aphasia is a partial or total loss of 
articulate speech. Cannon is a 
motor vehicles representative 1 
and Gray is a driver license exam- 
iner.--Editor) 
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Hoopla, history mark I-82 opening 


OCTOBER 1988 


CELEBRATION--An Army 
vehicle (above), leading a 


motorcade, cuts the ribbon at ~ 


the Interstate 82 dedication 


ceremony and sends dozens of 


balloons sailing into the air. 


DUO--Lt. Col. Everett Gray (left) stands 
with State Highway Engineer Don Forbes. 


Parks unveils 2010 Plan; 
funding sources sought 


A plan for Oregon’s state parks 
system is about to be unveiled. 

Developed through a series of 
employee surveys and public meet- 
ings, the 2010 Plan will be refined 
by a 10-member citizen committee 
until December, when the Trans- 
portation Commission will consider 
a final set of recommendations. 

The plan is known as the 2010 
Plan because it projects that $164 
million is needed to fund state park 
services and facilities over the next 
22 years. 

During discussion at the 2010 
committee’s September meeting, 
the group agreed that the division 
should: 

@ Upgrade existing park facilities; 

eConcentrate on destination 
- parks that serve a diversity of 
groups, and provide or test a wider 
range of camping experiences, such 
as primitive campsites and tent cab- 
ins. 

@ Prioritize educational and 
informative functions, using coop- 
erative associations (volunteer 
“friends” groups). The committee 
increased the 2010 Plan’s educa- 
tional and informative expenditures 
by $3 million, to a total of $15 
million. 

e Step up development of the 


Willamette River Greenway and 
other projects to meet needs of 
urban populations; add staff to the 
Scenic Waterways program; and 
continue leadership as an advocate 
for outdoor recreation. 

The committee’s advice gelled 
during monthly meetings held since 
early 1988, park tours and informa- 
tion gathered at nine public meet- 
ings. 

The committee also received 
more than 600 responses to a ques- 
tionnaire. Those who responded 
preferred that Parks repair existing 
facilities, protect natural resource 
areas, and develop new parks with 
lake and river access. 

While the public meetings and 
questionnaires found a common 
ground on service and facility 
needs, they found no consensus on 
how to fund the $164 million plan. 
Most respondents did indicate, 
however, that Parks should tap into 
a new source of revenue. 

The committee has narrowed 
new funding options to such pro- 
posals as a tax on soft drinks or a 
real estate transfer tax. 

Following Transportation Com- 
mission approval, the plan will be 
forwarded to the governor and leg- 
islature. 


Stevens dies after cancer surgery 


Chuck Ste- 
vens, a former 
Salem ODOT 
employee, died 
Sept. 21 after a 
15-month bat- 
tle with a rare 
form of cancer. 
Actual cause of 
death was fluid 
buildup in the 
lungs. 

As reported in the September 
issue of VIA, Stevens was the first 
employee in Oregon state govern- 
ment to receive vacation-time 


aa 


“Chuck | Stevens 


donations, which he used while 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

To help defray costs of Stevens’ 
experimental surgery, ODOT 
employees may contribute through 
an Automatic Paycheck Deduction 
Program beginning with the Oct. 1 
payroll, according to Dee Hays, an 
accountant with the Financial Man- 
agement Branch. 

Stevens had been suffering from 
cancer since June, 1987. He under- 
went bone marrow removal in 
August at the University of Indiana 
Medical Center and began radical 
chemotherapy the following day. 


IN THE MOOD--The Square Knots square dancers keep the crowd 
in festive mood before the ceremony began. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Motorist services trends explored at conference 


Oregon’s Travel Information Council 
will serve as host to neighboring states 
«;- this month at the first-ever national 
Motorist Services Trends and Issues 
= conference. 

The Portland conference will feature 
speakers from throughout the country. 
¥ The Travel Information Council admin- 
isters Oregon’s motorist information 
programs, such as Travel InfoCentre 
kiosks in highway rest areas. 


‘ Park Paper ’ sent to all Oregon State Parks 


The Parks and Recreation Division recently distributed an eight- 
page tabloid newspaper, called ‘‘The Oregon Park Paper,” to all 
Oregon State Parks. 

The publication tells park visitors when it’s wise to reserve a 
space for the summer camping season, about attractions worth 
considering while staying at or visiting Oregon’s state parks, as well 
as what parks that are open year-round have to offer. 


Traffic Jammers need Christmas carolers 


The Traffic Jammers, ODOT’s Salem-based choral group, needs 
more members in time for the Christmas holidays. 

Weekly practices are held in the sus, 
Transportation Building’s second ; 
floor conference room. Contact 
either Chris Levy, Mapping and 
Mileage Control (378-6256), or == 
Brenda Zuniga, Public Affairs 
(378-6546), for more information. 


Judson/ODOT partnership co-founder honored 


Darrell Crossler was honored by ODOT employees at the Trans- 
portation Building recently for his contributions to the Judson 
Middle School/ODOT Partnership in Education Program. 

Crossler, now retired as principal of the Salem school, helped 
start the partnership with former ODOT Director Fred Miller four 
years ago. The program involves an exchange of service and 
instruction between ODOT and Judson students, teachers and 
administration. 


Santiam Pass project wins paving award 


The recently completed $7.4 million rebuilding of nearly seven 
miles of U.S. 20 in the Santiam Pass has been named one of the top 
three projects in the country by the National Asphalt Paving 
Association. An award for the work went to LT Contractors Inc., of 
Portland. 

The competition drew more than 100 entries from contracting 
companies nationwide. 
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Portland needs rely on‘ creative financing ’ 


More than $1 billion in highway 
and transit needs have been identi- 
fied in the Portland metropolitan 
area--four times the amount avail- 
able for Region 1 highway projects. 
And that’s with zero state funding 
for transit. 

‘‘Creative financing’’ has 
become the catch phrase for the 
region, according to Ted Spence, 
planner for the Portland area. 

“The Joint Policy Advisory Com- 
mittee on Transportation, or 
JPACT, identified 20 projects in the 
region that must be built within the 
next 20 years to meet expected 
population growth levels,” Spence 
said. 

These projects, which are not 
part of the regular Six-Year High- 
way Improvement Program, 
include $400 million for regional 
highway corridors, $477 million for 
three light-rail corridors, and $241 
million for urban arterial improve- 
ments. 

Costs for the projects will be met 
largely with federal, state and local 
funds, but other, more non-tradi- 
tional sources of funding, are being 
examined, he said. 

Part of this creative financing 
scenario involves participation by 


HISTORY 
OCTOBER 1983 


@ The Parks Division 
launched a $25,000 campaign 
aimed at saving lives and reduc- 
ing injuries along Oregon 
beaches. 

@ A series of 16 statewide 
dinner meetings gave Motor 
Vehicles Division field office 
employees a chance to air their 
concerns. 

@ The Highway Division’s 
antiquated teletype machines 
fell victim to technology, and 
installation of computer termi- 
nals in district and region 
offices was expected to begin 
soon. 

@ The Transportation Com- 
mission approved a contract 
with a New York consulting firm 
to study the feasibility of restor- 
ing the Alsea Bay Bridge at Wal- 
dport. 


OCTOBER 1978 


e@ Transportation commis- 
sioners from Oregon and Wash- 
ington state met after an official 
hiatus of 22 years, inspected 
progress on the Glenn Jackson 
Bridge and heard a briefing on 
the Portland Transit Mall. 

@ The Motor Vehicles Divi- 
sion got Transportation Com- 
mission approval to open more 
offices and add employees to 
cope with growing business vol- 
umes. 

e@ Solar-heated showers at 
Washburne State Park on the 
Central Oregon Coast and Tum- 
alo State Park in Central 
Oregon have won a first place 
award from the National Soci- 
ety for Park Resources. The 
Parks Division was the first state 
parks agency in the nation to 
use solar showers. 


MAX--Portland’s light-rail line, known as Metropolitan Area Express, is Oregon’s first highway-transit project and 
chances are good it won’t be the last. Plans are underway to generate funding support for a Westside light-rail. 


the private sector. Last February, 
JPACT appointed the Public-Private 
Task Force on Transit Finance to 
evaluate the potential of private 
investment in public transportation 
projects. Transportation Commis- 
sion Chairman Mike Hollern is a 
member of that committee. 

The private sector could raise 
approximately 17 percent of the 
$626 million in light rail and transit- 
related projects identified in the 
region, according to a draft report 
recently released by the task force. 

Denny Moore, administrator of 
the Public Transit Division, said pri- 
vate participation is needed 
because of declining federal dollars 
for transit and highway projects in 
general. ‘‘Privatization is becoming 
a very popular concept these days,”’ 
he said. ‘Certainly those who reap 
a direct benefit from a particular 
project should help pay the cost of 
building it.’”” 

For the public-private part- 
nership concept to be effective in 
the Portland region, Moore said 
there ‘needs to be a tremendous 
amount of commitment by local 
government, hard work and an 
agency (or agencies) with region- 


wide authority to carry out the rec- 
ommendations of the task force.”” 

The task force evaluated three 
proposed light-rail projects in the 
region, including Westside light-rail 
transit from downtown Portland to 
Beaverton/Washington County; 
Portland to Milwaukie and east to 
Clackamas Town Center; and along 
Interstate 205 to Portland Interna- 
tional Airport connecting with MAX 
and extending to the Town Center. 
Future Portland Central City transit 
improvement projects were also 
reviewed by the task force. 

The committee concluded the 
projects could inspire, over a 20- 
year period: 

@ About 3.5 million square feet of 
future commercial development 
along the light-rail corridors and in 
the downtown area; 

e@ Increase retail sales by $92 mil- 
lion; and 

@ Generate more than $19 mil- 
lion in annual rental fees for spaces 
adjoining the transit stations. 

According to the task force 
report, four basic funding strategies 
could be implemented: cost sharing 
of station construction, tax incre- 
ment financing; joint public and pri- 


vate land development activities; 
and assessments around light-rail 
stations. 

Spence said the state Depart- 
ment of Transportation is pleased 
with the private sector participation 
potential, because the projects 
need to be built but require addi- 
tional funding sources. 

“Westside light rail is definitely 
our biggest concern. Congestion 
along the Sunset Highway, in 
Beaverton and Washington 
County, will reach crisis propor- 
tions by the turn of the century if 
something isn’t done. Much of the 
traffic is already at a standstill dur- 
ing peak commuting hours,” he 
said. 

“I’m a Highway guy, and | still say 
this is our most important project. 
In fact, it’s been determined by 
eight jurisdictions, including 
ODOT, that it is the region’s No. 1 
priority,” Spence said. ‘Westside 
light rail could carry an equivalent 
of one and a half lane miles of traffic 
for less than we could construct 
and maintain a road there.” 

Official recommendations by the 
task force to JPACT are expected by 
early fall. 


Contract awarded for Alsea Bay Bridge 
Visitor Center interpretive displays 


VISITORS CENTER--The Parks and Highway divisions awarded a $100,000 
contract in August to design informative displays inside a 2,200 square foot 
visitors center to be constructed at the southwest end of the Alsea Bay Bridge 
near Waldport. The tentative location of the visitors center is outlined above. 


The Transportation Commission 
recently approved a $100,000 per- 
sonal service contract with SEE 
Design and Production, Inc., Salem, 
for design and construction of his- 
toric interpretive displays for the 
Alsea Bay Bridge Visitor Center. 

The displays and information will 
focus on the existing and new 
bridges, on early road development 
and pioneer settlement in the area 
and Indian history around Alsea 
Bay. A section of the displays will 
pay tribute to Conde B. 
McCullough, designer of the origi- 
nal Alsea Bay Bridge. 

The visitor center, to be built at 
the south end of the old bridge in 
Waldport, is expected to be 
opened before completion of the 
bridge in 1990. 

The center is a joint project of 
the Parks and Highway divisions. 

The visitor center will be staffed 
by Waldport citizen volunteers. A 
Waldport citizen committee is 
working with the Highway Division 
to develop the interpretive displays. 
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Tame game | 


fe 


FRIEND OR FOE?--Gary McDaniel, assistant manager of Wallowa 
Lake State Park, feeds a deer at the park. While park visitors enjoy 
meeting the deer up close, park rangers must deal with the tendency 


of deer to eat prime foliage. 


Peterson chosen new manager 


of Administrative Services 


Judy Peterson, formerly a senior 
Right of Way agent, has been 
named manager of ODOT’s 
Administrative Services Section. 

Administrative Services consists 
of eight units: Commission Serv- 
ices, General Files, Library, Office 
Services, Photocopy and Map Dis- 
tribution, Records Management 
and Forms Control, the Service 
Center, and Word Processing. 


Day-care ... 

Continued from Page 1 
operational costs for the demon- 
stration project and for ODOT to 
enter into a contract with Chem- 
eketa Community College to oper- 
ate the day-care centers. 

The day-care initiative involves a 
partnership with Chemeketa, 
which has offered to provide stu- 
dent child-care providers, a center 
director, secretarial and adminis- 
trative staff. Chemeketa also has 
agreed to assign one of its staff 
members to apply for program 
grants. 

The 60 day-care openings will be 
made available to department 
employees on a first-come, first- 
served basis. After an undeter- 
mined period, unfilled spaces will 
be offered to other state agency 
employees. Adult and Family Serv- 
ice Division and Public Service 
Building agency representatives 
have expressed an interest, accord- 
ing to Virginia Carey, chairwoman 
of the ODOT’s Child-Care Task 
Force. 

Once a board of directors is 
selected, that panel will set monthly 
rates for the centers. Potter said 
ODOT will charge market rates for 
the service. 

“We expect the center to oper- 
ate on a fiscally sound basis once 
it’s full,’”” he said. 


Peterson 
started work 
with ODOT in 
1965 with Right 
of Way as a 
management 
assistant. In 
1974, she was 
promoted into 
the Right of 
Way agent 
series. 

Peterson has been a Right of 
Way Management Team leader, 
was nominated for the H. Scott 
Coulter Highway Division 3-E 
Award, led a quality circle program 
for Right of Way and completed 20 
management and supervisory 
courses. 


Parks confers 
e 6 e b 
with ‘friends 

The Parks Division will sponsor a 
conference this month for staff and 
volunteers who work with cooper- 
ating associations. 

Representatives of the nine 
“friends” groups will include Parks 
staff, board members of the non- 
profit organizations, and staff hired 
by the associations. 

The first-ever gathering--set for 
Oct. 21 and 22 at Silver Falls State 
Park Conference Center--is 
intended to allow those involved 
with the groups to exchange infor- 
mation, receive training and set 
future goals. 

Topics to be discussed include 
publicity, marketing, special events 
and activities, and membership 
development. Presenters will 
include Parks staff, friends group 
members and staff, and outside 
speakers. 


Judy Peterson 


Task force examines 
work-zone accidents 


Four fatal accidents this summer 
provide ‘‘terrible testimony’ that 
some motorists aren’t responding 
to warnings from Highway Division 
crews, Deputy State Highway 
Engineer Don Adams said. 

Six people died in Oregon’s 
worst summer for work-zone acci- 
dents since 1972. In response, the 
division has assembled a work- 
zone safety task force, with a goal 
of improving safety for workers and 
motorists. 

The task force, headed by 
Adams, formed in September to 
identify how work-zone accidents 
are caused and mold preventative 
solutions. Among those efforts are 
safety training for Highway employ- 
ees and safety education aimed at 
Oregon motorists. 

The safety program may involve 
other road workers, such as utility 
company and county employees, 
and may seek help from road-user 
organizations, such as the trucking 
industry and automobile associa- 
tions. 

“Our people and the contractors 
deserve a safe place to work. That’s 
basic. And we are not seeing 
respect by motorists for the hazards 
our people are exposed to in their 
work,’’ Adams said. ‘‘Sometimes 
motorists don’t react responsibly to 
signs warning them to slow down.” 

In an Eastern Oregon accident, a 
motorist was killed while trying to 
pass on the shoulder in a work 
zone. On an Oregon Route 58 proj- 
ect outside Eugene, a trucker drove 
past warning signs and hit another 
vehicle that had stopped for a flag- 
ger. The trucker, other driver and 
flagger Theresa Lester, a contrac- 
tor’s employee, were killed. 

Two Highway Division employ- 
ees were crushed under trucks in 
work - zone accidents. ‘Those are 
the worst accidents,’’ Adams said. 

On July 18, Inspector Lawrence 
Owens died when a truck pushing a 
trailer full of asphalt backed over 


Civil Rights 
head named 


Harold Lasley, formerly of the 
engineering consulting firm CH2M- 
Hill, Portland, has been hired as 
ODOT’s new Civil Rights Section 
manager. 

Lasley succeeds 
Nakashima, es 
who left ODOT 
to work for the 
Executive 
Department. 

He brings to 
the position his 
experience in 


Vicki 


civil engineer- y’ 
ing and con- i dy 
struction man- fs ALKA 
agement from __ Harold Lasley 


the private sector. 

Lasley has a master’s degree in 
civil engineering from the Univer- 
sity of Missouri, Ralla, and recently 
earned a professional engineering 
license. 

Before joining CH2M-Hill in 
1981, Lasley moved from general 
civil engineering to construction 
project management. 


him on the Route 58 project. 

Bennett W. Moseley, of the 
Ukiah crew from District 12, died in 
an accident Aug. 31 on U.S. 395, 
between Pendleton and John Day. 

“We want to increase our inter- 
nal awareness of hazards and help 
our people be more aware, more 
conscious of the hazardous nature 
of our work. Then we want to alert 
the public,’” Adams said. 

The fatalities were the first since 
1984 and the first multiple deaths 
since 1972, according to Safety Sec- 
tion Manager Dave White. The 
Highway Division had improved its 
safety record in recent years, from 
an average of 1.6 fatalities per year 
between 1939 and 1972, down to 
an average of 0.43 per year. 


‘Our people and 
the contractors deserve 
a safe place to work.’ 


“Then, in one year, we lost two 
of our own people. It’s a good rea- 
son to look for solutions in both 
construction and maintenance 
activities,” Adams said. 

‘My goal is to have no fatalities-- 
ever,” he said. ‘But realistically, the 
committee is a resource to look at 
problems and solutions to create a 
safer place for workers and for 
motorists.” 

The work-zone safety task force 
is planning to inventory current 
safety activities and coordinate the 
efforts of other safety-related 
groups. 

Adams urged employees to send 
suggestions to him or to others on 
the task force. Members include: 
Dave White, Safety; Duane Chris- 
tensen, Project Design; Ken Husby, 
Construction; Jack Sullivan, Main- 
tenance; Jim Gix, Region 3; Dwayne 
Hofstetter, Traffic Engineering; and 
Carol Mitchell, Public Affairs. 


Office shuffling 
planned for ‘89 


Plans are in the works to 
shuffle some offices in the state 
Transportation Building. 

The proposed reorganiza- 
tion includes moving Person- 
nel, Policy and Planning, and 
Civil Rights to the first floor and 
Right of Way to the fourth floor. 
Billie’s Cafeteria, now in the 
basement, is being eyed for a 
possible move to the fifth floor. 
The Environmental Section, 
may be relocated depending 
on the progress of ODOT’s 
day-care center project. 

The plan, one of three floor 
plans drafted by former Road 
Design Engineer Lyle Watson, 
best uses the available space at 
a reasonable cost, according to 
Gary Potter, 

If the plan is given final 
approval and the logistics of the 
plan can be worked out, reno- 
vation will begin in early 1989, 
he said. 
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Way back when. . 
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ae Se bs &» 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION--Road workers grade the Oakland Junc- 


tion-Deady section of the Pacific Highway (Interstate 5) near 
Oakland in this October 1952 photograph. When the interstate 
construction program began in August 1956, Oregon had already 
completed 47 miles of its interstate system. 


DMV’s Public Affairs changes 


its name, hires staff members 


The Motor Vehicles Division’s 
Public Affairs and Legislation Sec- 
tion has hired some new people. 

Joan Plank replaces Virlena 
Crosley as DMV's legislative liaison. 
Plank, formerly with the Public 
Transit Division as special transpor- 
tation fund manager, will continue 
her role as host of ODOT’s 
bimonthly video series, ‘‘ODOT On 
The Move.” 

Crosley left DMV to become 
budget officer for ODOT. 

Dan Dlugonski, previously a 
motor vehicles representative with 
the Northeast Portland field office, 
joins the PALS staff as an informa- 
tional representative, a develop- 
mental position. He will assist in 
producing publications, edit DMV’s 
internal newsletter ‘‘Behind the 
Wheel,” and produce ‘‘DMV Video 
News.” 


Joan Plank 


foe, | 


Natalie Barnes 


Natalie Barnes, currently with 
PALS as an informational represen- 
tative, has been named supervisor 
of its Publications and Public Infor- 
mation Unit. 

Along with the new appoint- 
ments, PALS underwent a name 
change: it had been called the Pub- 
lic Affairs and Rules Section. 


John Kahoilua, highway mainte- 
nance worker 3, Eugene, retired in 
August after 17 years of service. 

Wayne Nichols, highway mainte- 
nance worker 3, Alkalai Lake, 


Sterling Jones, highway engineer 
3, Klamath Falls, died Aug. 7. Jones, 
who was 87, retired in 1968 after 
41-plus years of service. 

Bennett Moseley, highway main- 
tenance worker 2, District 12, 
Ukiah, died Aug. 31. Moseley, who 
was 56, was fatally injured while on 
the job after two years of service. 


retired in September after 33 years 
of service. 

Patricia Osborne, data entry 
operator, Accounting Section, 
Highway Division, Salem, retires in 
October after 18 years of service. 

Donald Rector, highway mainte- 
nance worker 2, Lakeview, retired 
in August after seven years of serv- 
ice. 
Ernest Reynolds, highway main- 
tenance supervisor B, Bend, retired 
in September after 17 years of serv- 
ice. 

Louis Tatum, park ranger 2, 
Farewell Bend State Park, Hunting- 
ton, retired in September after eight 
years of service. 


Parks and Recreation Division 


Robert G. Anderson, park manager C, Rooster 
Rock State Park, Corbett, to program executive 
A, Tryon Creek State Park, Portland. 


Highway Division 

Faris Al Memar, engineering technician (ET) 1 to 
highway engineer (HE) 1, Salem. 

Gary Barquist, HE 2 to senior materials testing 
engineer, Salem. 

Stuart Daily, highway maintenance worker 
(HMW) 3 to highway maintenance foreman 
(HMF) 1, Waldport. 

Sandy Fraser, senior heavy equipment 
mechanic to highway shop supervisor, La 
Grande. 

Robert Freund, communications technician to 
communications specialist, Salem. 

Russell Frost, ET 1 to geologist 1, Bend. 

Dean Fuller, ET 1 to ET 2, Salem. 

Sandra Gish, ET 1 to ET 2, Salem. 

Mary Henderson, ET 1 to ET 2, Salem. 

Thomas Jorgensen, weighmaster to senior 
weighmaster, Ontario. 

Susan Juntunen, data entry operator to adminis- 
trative assistant, Salem. 

Terry Lee Kimpel, HMF 1 to highway mainte- 
nance supervisor (HMS) B, Estacada. 

Thomas Kuhlman, supervising highway 
engineer (SHE) A to SHE C, Ontario. 

Randy Lecroy, weighmaster to senior 
weighmaster, Roseburg. 

Richard Losli, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Portland. 
Dennis Mattison, heavy equipment mechanic to 
senior heavy equipment mechanic, Salem. 
Glenn Moore, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Eugene. 
Steven Starkey, HE 4 to HE 5, Salem. 

Ronald Stein, weighmaster to senior 
weighmaster, Ontario. 

Thomas Weatherford, HE 1 to HE 2, Portland. 
Frankie Wilson, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Portland. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Robert Basque, motor vehicle representative 
(MVR) 1, Gresham, to MVR 2, Beaverton Drive 
Test Center. 

Kimberly Custis, clerical assistant to clerical 
specialist, Salem. 

Terrina Fulker, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Karen Harris, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Forest Grove. 
Dorothy Larson, accounting clerk 2 to accoun- 
tant 1, Salem. 

Marlene Looney, clerical specialist, Salem, to 
MVR 1, North Salem. 

Richard Lotz, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Grants Pass. 
Eveline McGuire, MVR 1, Portland Drive Test 
Center, to MVR 2, Beaverton Drive Test Center. 
Jennifer Mendez, MVR 3, McMinnville, to motor 
vehicle office manager (MVOM) B, Northwest 
Region Office, Salem. 

Louise Neufeld, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

Ed Della Paolera, MVR 2, Grants Pass, to MVR 3, 
Medford. 

Anita Selvog, MVR 2, Corvallis, to MVOM A, 
Newport. 

Darlene Smith, clerical assistant to word pro- 
cessing specialist, Salem. 


Sandra Gish 
Engineering Technician 2 
Highway Planning 
Salem 


Terry Lee Kimpel 
Highway Maintenance 
Supervisor B 
Estacada 


Robert Freund 
Communications Specialist 
Highway Communications 

Salem 


Dorothy Larson 
Accountant 1 
Motor Vehicles Division 
Salem 


Sharon “Shawn’’ Smith, word processing specialist to administrative 


assistant, Salem. 


Highway Retirees to meet in November 


The Highway Retirees luncheon 
group will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. at Myrl’s 
Chuckwagon, 2265 Lancaster Dr. 
N.E., near the Bi-Mart store in 
Salem. 


attend. 


The group invites all retired 
Highway Division employees to 


For more information, contact 
Buzz Swan at 363-7292. 
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By ED SCHOAPS 
Public Affairs Specialist 


After a day’s work as foreman of 
Eugene’s District 5 Landscape 
Crew, Dick Davis heads home to 
relax--in his garden. 

“It seems to relieve a lot of the 
tension and stress of the day,” he 
says. 

“At work you're in a much differ- 
ent role, with the responsibility for 
a lot of different people, and 
answer to still other people. Gar- 
dening seems to relieve a lot of the 
tension or stress of the day. You just 
kind of forget about your troubles,” 
Dick says. 

In addition to maintaining high- 
way landscape projects, his crew is 
responsible for the Oak Grove and 
Gettings Creek rest areas on Inter- 
state 5 north and south of Eugene. 


i 


TENDING--Dick Davis (on left) 
tends to a flower bed with Al 
Smethen, a disabled worker. 


Both areas are as attractive as they 
are heavily used. 

Before Dick became landscape 
crew foreman three and a half years 
ago, he worked for 10 years on the 
Eugene extra gang crew. Others on 
his crew have more landscaping 
experience than Dick, but he 
doesn’t view that as a threat. 
Instead, he allows them the free- 
dom to use their experience to the 
crew's benefit. When a crew is 
without a lead person at the work- 
site, for instance, Davis encourages 
each of his crew members to join in 
the decision making. 

On occasion, that approach 
backfires. 

“Sometimes you end up with 
three people arguing over what 


they’re going to do. But it’s worth it, 
because those issues then get 
resolved and it causes those people 
to work better together,”’ he says. 

Dick fosters creative thinking in 
his crew--to inspire and boost pro- 
ductivity. When faced with what 
may be considered a landscaper’s 
nightmare, Dick sees an oppor- 
tunity. 

For example, the Oak Grove rest 
area had an overgrown bed of old 
ground cover plants, and the mess 
was compounded by an abundant 
supply of weeds. To revitalize the 
area, Dick and his crew planted 
annual flowers--at the risk of having 
vandals rip them out of the ground. 
Now in their third season, the 
flowers remain unassailed. 

Dick soon had his crews convert- 
ing other planting beds at both rest 
areas into splashes of annual 
flowers instead of the usual ground 
cover plants. ‘‘People really enjoy 
them. We see people photograph- 
ing them and taking pictures of 
each other in front of them. That’s 
rewarding.” 

When Dick became foreman, a 
contractor had been hired to clean 
the Oak Grove and Gettings Creek 
rest areas, but the job wasn’t get- 
ting done. An unpredictable work 
schedule and vague contract lan- 
guage stood in the way. With his 
supervisor, Larry Asburry, Dick 
overhauled the contract, plus Dick 
researched available cleaning 
materials, equipment and tech- 
niques. 

Now the rest areas are main- 
tained eight hours a day, seven days 
a week. And the work’s being done 
by physically and mentally disabled 
people. At the Oak Grove rest area, 
for instance, Goodwill Industries 
employees clean the bathroom, 
pick up litter and sweep the parking 
lots. At Gettings Creek, disabled 
people working through Lane 
Community College maintain the 
rest area. 

So far, the traveling public is gen- 
erally comfortable with the pro- 
gram. In fact, visitors frequently tell 
Dick they appreciate that the High- 
way Division is creating jobs for 
people with limitations, and they 
often visit with contractor employ- 
ees. 

During the summer--the heav- 
iest traffic season for rest areas-- 
Dick hires temporary employees to 
work six-hour shifts cleaning rest- 
rooms, beginning at 2 o’clock in the 
morning, five nights per week. 


with) Dick Davis 


Before he began the late-night shift, 
travelers who used the rest areas in 
the early morning complained of 
unsanitary conditions. During the 
summer, the rest area would need 
maintenance well before the reg- 
ular cleaning crew began work. No 
more. 


‘ Dick... doesn’t just 

stick to the basics of 

how it’s always been 
done. ’ 


He considers his most valuable 
management tool his ability to lis- 
ten. “I think anybody who manages 
people tends to see things from 
their side only after a while. It’s 
good for your perspective to hear 
what your people have to say about 
things.” 

His efforts have not gone 
unnoticed. 


oe 


WORKING TOGETHER--Dick Davis ( 


ad 
on 


“Dick is creative. 
He doesn’t just 
stick to the basics 
of how it’s always 
been done,” says Cheryl Gribskov, 
director of Oregon’s Travel Infor- 
mation Council. Dick worked with 
Gribskov to design new display 
frames for the Travel InfoCentre 
display gazebos in rest areas. 

Dick passes thanks to Highway’s 
management for providing 
resources and support. But when 
he awards praise, he looks to his 
crew first. 

“They really show an interest 
and want to learn and progress,” he 
says. Dick encourages his crew 
members to enroll in landscape 
maintenance classes, and he fre- 
quently attends, too. 

What drives Dick Davis? Two 
things: Self-motivation and self- 
improvement. 

“I try to find joy in my job, no 
matter what that job is. And I try to 
educate myself so | can perform ata 
better level.” 


left), Eugene’s landscape supervisor, 


sets up a chipper with Jesse Coy, a highway maintenance worker with the 
Eugene Landscape Crew, to dispose of pruned tree limbs on Interstate 5. 


| RETIREES REPORT: | REPORT - 


Leslie Finegan, Bend, store- 
keeper, Bend Shops, Highway Divi- 
sion, retired in 1977. 

The Finegans have spent much of 
their time traveling since Les 
retired. They have been to Alaska 
three times, as their oldest son lives 
in Juneau. They have taken the fer- 
ries to numerous places including 
Petersburg, Sitka and Haines. 

This year Les and Louise bought 
a fifth-wheel and a new pickup. 
Early this summer, they attended a 
family reunion in Red River, New 
Mexico. 

Les and Louise have also done 
some camping on the Oregon 


Coast, on the Columbia River, and 
just recently returned from the Pen- 
dleton Round Up. On the way 
home, they spent a few days in La 
Grande and stopped to help a 
stranded motorist while driving 
near the top of the Ochoco Moun- 
tains. 

In his spare time, Les cuts wood 
with the Highway District 10 Office 
Manager, Howard Brunson. 

Les is a member of the Masons, 
Portland Valley Shrine, the Elks 
Club and holds an office with the 
Blue Lodge in Redmond. They are 
active in the First Lutheran Church 
in Bend and the Golden Age Club. 


Doug Greene, Eugene, project 
manager, Highway Division, retired 
in 1985. 

Doug and 
his wife, Betty, 
recently 
returned from a 
three and one- 
half month trip 
to Alaska in ; 
their motor i 
home. They 
traveled north - aw 
via the Alcan, vA A f yi 
Top of the 
World and Taylor highways. They 
spent a week in Yukon Territory 


touring Watson Lake, where they 
added their name and address sign 
to a post along with thousands of 
others, Whitehorse and Dawson 
City. In Alaska they did a lot of 
sightseeing. 

During a bus trip to Mount 
McKinley, they saw the mountain 
from its highest viewing point avail- 
able for tourists, which is approx- 
imately 10 to 20 miles away. They 
saw grizzly bears, caribou and 
moose. The Greenes visited Valdez, 
saw the pipeline and took a cruise 
to the Columbia Glacier. On the 
cruise they saw killer whales, sea 
otter, sea lions and seals. 
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Jim Gix 
Region 3 Engineer 
Highway Division 
Roseburg 


Jim Gix 

The public applies 
different rules to your 
behavior than to 
employees in the private 
sector. Any time you are 
recognized as a state 
employee, people expect 
you to measure up toa 
higher standard, whether 
you’re on or off duty. 


Linda Etheridge @ 
Secretary 7 
Public Transit 
Division, Salem — 


Valerie Traverso 


The public sector treats 
you more fairly than do 
private businesses. You 
have better chances for 
advancement, better 
benefits and holidays. 


* Motor Vehicles Division 


Pat Dustan 
Office Manager B 


Woodburn 


Juanita Sanchez 


Margie Willis 


Parks Division 
Salem 


DMV Operations Section Secretary 
Salem 


Pat Dustan 


The security of knowing 
when, where and how 
long you will work each 
day is the best difference. 
A large state agency can 
offer greater benefits and 
advancement 
opportunities than the 
private sector. 


Valerie Traverso 


Clerical Specialist 


, Motor Vehicles Division 


Salem 


a 
Don Forbes 


Salem 


Linda Etheridge 


The medical and dental 
benefits in the private 
sector are either 
nonexistent or not as 
good as the public sectur. 
Also, job security is 
minimal, especialt, if the 
position is not 
represented by a union. 
An often overlooked 
factor is that some private 
companies do not allow 
their employees break 
time. 


State Highway Engineer 
Highway Division 


Juanita Sanchez 


Working for the state, 
people tend to say ‘you 
work for me” and want to 
treat you that way. But 
with a state agency you're 
more secure and have 
better benefits. 


Don Forbes 


Whether you're working 
in the private or public 
sector, you've got a set of 
conditions you must 
speak to--profit margins, 
regulations, market 
considerations and that 
sort of thing. Other than 
that, | don’t think there’s 
really any major 
difference between the 
public and private 
sectors. 


_ Linda Schreiner 

- Motor Vehicles 
Representative 1 
Motor Vehicles Division 
La Grande 


Margie Willis 


| prefer the public sector. 
The Parks Division works 
for the good of the 
people of Oregon, while 
private sector companies 
work primarily to make a 
profit. Also, biology 
consulting firms go 
through boom-and-bust 
cycles, making job 
security an elusive thing. 


Linda Schreiner 


In the private sector, 
people come to you 
because they want to. In 
the public sector people 
are there because they 
have to, and they tend to 
be more hostile. 


Natural Resource Planner 


Monte Turner 

Public Information Officer 
Parks Division 

Salem 


Monte Turner 


Not as much as | 
expected. Many people at 
all levels in both arenas 
work long hours and 
make extra efforts to 
provide service. In 
government it takes 
longer to pay bills, award 
contracts, hire employees 
and start new programs. 


Linda Lopez 
Volunteer Program 
Coordinator 

Parks Division 
Salem 


Linda Lopez 


In the private sector there 
is a shorter, more direct 
route for implementing 
ideas into actions--a 
greater emphasis on 
strategic planning. The 
public sector offers more 
variety of opportunities 
and experiences, a 
somewhat wider focus on 
issues and greater 
security. 


